
   



The support of caring people and groups in Lawrence 
and Topeka starts early and finishes late on a random 
summer day at The Villages.  

It’s 4:00 a.m.  Jordan, a recent graduate of Topeka 
High School, is just getting up at the William Men-
ninger Cottage (houseparents Richard and Cynthia 
Pruitt) in Topeka.  He grabs his bike and heads off 
down the hill to Wal-Mart where he will work from 
4:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., making donuts.  He will be 
awarded the “Employee of the Month” during August 
and will transfer to his home town Wal-Mart store 
when he returns home.  

Martyi at the Robert Brock Cottage yells upstairs to 
Darious, Brad and Davis that the van is leaving.  It is 7:10 
a.m. and Washburn Rural’s summer conditioning for 
the kids interested in football starts at 7:30.  These 
three plus Gage, (house parents Klint and Karis Deere’s 

son) from the Brock Cottage, as well as Brandon, Seth, 
and Tyree from the Karl Menninger Cottage (Ken and 
Kellie Davis – house parents) will play on the football 
teams at Washburn Rural in the fall.   

At 9:30 a.m., fifteen Villages youth arrive at the Arts 
Council of Topeka’s future gallery for a Visual Arts 
Class with Ryan Pagett.  Ryan is a ceramic sculptor who 
is also attending Washburn University to get his teach-
ing certificate.  He is ‘on loan’ from Washburn Univer-
sity’s Mulvane Museum education program.  At the last 
minute when another artist wasn’t able to teach, a call 
to Brogran Lasley, Mulvane Education Director, saved 
the day when he offered Ryan as a substitute.   The in-
stallations, cutouts, drawings and assemblages created 
by the young people will go on display at The Arts 
Council in a few weeks.   

By 10:45 a.m., Eloisa is working at the grill at a fast 
food restaurant in Westridge Mall.  When she first ar-

rived at The Villages she took part in a job readiness 
workshop taught by members of the Leadership Topeka 
Class.  (Leadership Topeka is a program sponsored by 
the Chamber of Commerce to help develop new com-
munity leaders and encourage them to become in-
volved in support of community non-profits.)   Since 
that class, Eloisa also participated in the Jobs for Young 
Adults program at the Topeka Youth Project.   

Kirsten at the H. Roe Bartle Cottage in Lawrence is the 
most recent participant from The Villages in the Van 
Go Arts – JAMS (Jobs in the Arts Make Sense) job 
readiness and experience program.  She created a one-of 
a kind art bench commissioned by a Lawrence family. 
Dozens of Villages youth work in the Topeka and Law-
rence communities.  Every day employers take a chance 
on them.  They frequently are rewarded with good and 
loyal employees.  The youth gain skills, self-esteem and 
the money that only comes with a real job. 

At 11:00 a.m., John is taking a few minutes before he 
goes to work to call about car insurance.  He is the win-
ner (based on his grades, hard work and good behavior) 
of a car donated by Walt Pursell. While the contribu-
tion of a car to a youth at The Villages is unusual, many 
Christmas, birthday and graduation gifts are donated by 
supporters so that every Villages youth can receive  
items that  they need or want.   

At 12:55 p.m., several kids from three of the cottages in 
Topeka and one in Lawrence arrive at the Sunshine 
Connection building in the Old Town area of Topeka.  
They bring cameras and lap tops to use in their digital 
photography class with professional artist and author, 
Gary Mark Smith.   Gary’s services are provided through 
a grant from the Kansas Arts Commission.  The kids 
will be taking pictures in the neighborhood using digi-
tal cameras provided by the Old Town Neighborhood 
Improvement Association. 

Community support creates a lasting legacy of positive, healing experiences for Villages Youth.   

It Takes More Than The Villages - 

Visual Arts Classes Deere’s football players 

Leadership Topeka job skill class 

Kristen’s 
‘JAMS’ 
bench 



Next month, Judy Thompson, executive director, at the 
Sunshine Connection (a consumer run organization 
which provides social activities and mutual support for 
people with mental illness) has again offered to host The 
Villages youth, this time for the Theater Camp.  Kids 
from the community and from The Villages will work 
together to write and rehearse a show, “We’re Not That 
Bad” to be performed at the nearby Stone Table Theater 
at Cair Paravel Latin School.  During the two weeks of 
rehearsals, clients at the Sunshine Connection will prepare 
snacks for the youth and they will host a dinner after the 
show for the participants, their parents, Sunshine clients 
who have attended the show, and Villages staff.  

At 1:00 p.m. on a different day of the week, kids from all 
5 Topeka homes will gather under a big Osage orange 
tree near the homes to practice their newly acquired skills 
at hand drumming. Their instructor is Daryl Broxterman, 
Topeka musician and music store owner.  Some of this 
group will perform during the talent show which will 

open the exhibit of sculpture, drawings, and photography 
at the Arts Council of Topeka’s future gallery building.  
Cheryl Logan, Arts Council Executive Director called in 
the spring to offer the not yet renovated space for classes 
and an exhibit.  She and Cappi Nelson from the Arts 
Council, and several Arts Council board members will 
host patrons at an opening and a closing reception for 
the exhibit.  Local artist and Topeka Art Guild member, 
Shirley Akers, will volunteer several hours of her time 
and the contents of her ‘exhibition box’ to help the 
young people learn how to hang an exhibit.   

It’s 2:00 p.m.  Ethan and K.C. from the Karl Menninger 
Cottage are walking alongside horses carrying children 
with disabilities around the arena at the Topeka Round 
Up Club.  Riding the horses is the highlight of these chil-
dren’s week and they anxiously await the summer when it 
is time for the horse program at the Capper Foundation.  
Ethan doesn’t really like horses but both of the boys take 

this volunteer job very seriously.  Alexis from the Robert 
Brock Cottage next door also volunteers at Capper, help-
ing with music and assisting in the pool.  According to 
Jeanette Waters, Volunteer manager at Cappers, “Youth 
volunteers assist our staff in creating a safe and fun envi-
ronment for our children with disabilities.  Many of the 
youth discover that they can enrich the lives of others by 
sharing their own talents, talents which they may not 
even realize they had until getting involved as a volun-
teer.  ‘Lexi’ loves music and enjoyed doing karaoke with 
the children during music camp.  K.C. and Ethan walked 
many miles around the inside of the horse barn to ensure 
that the children enjoyed their riding experience.” 

At 3:00 p.m. , while volunteers from the Hallmark 
Community Assistance Program paint their house and 
the Westar Green Team builds a new enclosure at the 
Nature Center for Smoky the coyote, the kids at the 
Pruitts practice for the church softball team.  They have 
been welcome on the team, even though some of them 

have little previous experience.   Church groups, wrestling 
clubs, non-profit social service and anti-crime organiza-
tions (for example Safe Street’s Young Citizen’s Academy 
teen leadership programs which three of the youth at the 
Pruitt’s attended) all offer Villages youth an opportunity 
to participate.  Other organizations and individuals sup-
ply hundreds of hours of volunteer service every year.  
They help with everything from painting and repairing 
homes to providing professional and technical support. 

It’s now 4:00 p.m. in the  afternoon and several more 
youth are taken by Villages vans to their jobs while oth-
ers are just arriving home.  The tutors are already at work 
in a couple of the homes.  Title One federal funds flow 
through the local school districts and are used to pay for 
tutors, including providing time during the summer to 
concentrate on math and reading skills.  As soon as 
‘tutor time’ and dinner are over at the Pruitts, Dennis 
George of Educational Opportunities Unlimited will ar-

- to Raise UP a Child. 
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The Year  
in Review 

Raymond Cerf Cottage:  At Bob and Cathy Kidders’, 
Rein, a senior at Lawrence High School, turned 18 in 
September.  He is considering applying to attend col-
lege at Haskell Indian Nations University.  Rein is 
attending driving school to prepare for his driver’s 

license exam.  He works at Taco Bell and is saving his money 
in hopes of buying a car soon.  Ashley had two jobs during 
the summer but is now looking for employment.  She also is 
working toward getting her driver’s license.  Dealta and April 
were both on the honor roll during the spring semester.  
April graduated and returned home.  Dealta attends school ½ 
days and then spends ½ day in a work study position at 
Wendy’s.  She gets school credit and continues the job after 
the school day.  She just recently was able to move to a foster 
home in Lawrence.  While at the Kidders, Victoria attended 
the diploma completion school and working at KFC.  Josh 
completed 9th grade at Lawrence South Junior High and re-
turned home during the summer. 

H. Roe Bartle Cottage:  Pat and Phillip McPhail retired 
after more than 30 years as Villages house parents, 
most recently at the Bartle Cottage.  Dale and Chris 
Fowler, after spending about a year as house parents 

at a group home in Alaska returned to The Villages and took 
over as house parents at the Bartle Cottage (see article in this 
issue, ‘Topeka to Lawrence by way of Alaska’.)  The young  
people at the Bartle Cottage have been lucky to have such  
experienced house parents. 
Kirsten participated in the VanGo Arts Jams (Jobs in the Arts 
Make Sense) summer program where she made and painted a 
bench which had been commissioned by a Lawrence family.  
Tomisa helped build the FYI Leadership Club homecoming 
float.  She was nominated for and eventually chosen to serve on 
Lawrence High School’s Cultural Heritage Panel.  John worked 
briefly at Cici’s pizza.  This fall, the Fowler household enjoyed 
pumpkin carving as a part of The Villages arts program—
sponsored by the Kansas Arts Commission and the National 
Endowment for the Arts. 

William Menninger Cottage:  Cynthia and Richard 
Pruitt have completed their first year at The Vil-
lages.  They continue to spend their days off at 
their home in Oklahoma where they visit their 

grand daughter, Nelly, who was born last February 9th.  The 
boys are helpful when Nelly comes to visit her grandparents 
at the group home.  The Pruitt household went to Great Wolf 
Lodge in December and Oklahoma in August for long week-
end vacations.  Mario is attending Washburn Rural Alterna-
tive High School.  Charles is enjoying his welding class at 
WRHS.  Anthony regularly helps the other boys with their 
homework.  The Pruitt kids raised a couple of Easter chicks.  
The boys watched them like ‘mother hens’.  The Pruitt’s boys 
enjoyed taking part in nature club, summer arts classes and 
summer nature camp.  The group also did the ropes course 
activities as a part of the trauma group.  Although many of 
the boys did not like the ‘woods’ or the ‘bugs’, they eventu-
ally finished the challenges, helping each other through.  
When Matt took a jump to the trapeze bar off the top of the 
pole, his shoes went flying through the air toward those 
watching below.  It took a while to retrieve his shoe out of 
the woods.  Jordan was named associate of the month for 
August at Wal-Mart and received a raise.  He transferred to 
his local hometown Wal-Mart store when he returned home 
in September.  Many of the boys played softball on the 

church team.  Logan hit a home run his first time ever at bat.    
Sam, Mike, Michael, and Austin participated in the Young 
Citizen’s Academy for a week during the summer and Sam 
participated in a Friday Night Lock In with Safe Streets, a local 
Topeka crime prevention organization.  Anthony spends time 
with his girlfriend.  Cameron was baptized at his Church.  All 
the boys enjoyed swimming during the summer, using passes 
for the local Topeka Parks and Recreation pool. 

Edwin Linquist Cottage:  Marci and Tom Irwin wel-
comed Sha back when things didn’t go well in an 
attempted guardianship setting.  Sha is being assisted 
in developing skills, knowledge and support for an 
eventual move to independent living by interns Tyler 

Herbster and Jodi Gibbons.  She is hoping to get a job or vol-
unteer position at a local nursing home or hospital.  Four of 
the Irwin’s youth, Sara, Toni, Alan and Cody started high 
school this year.  Josh and Danielle are in the 8th grade. Tierra is 
working toward reintegration with her mother.  A new girl, 
Faith, arrived recently. 

Martial arts demo Pruitt’s Easter chicks 

Adventure Challenge 

Tomisa w/ float Basketball on the hill 



Robert Brock Cottage: Klint and Karis Deere con-
tinue to work with high school young people, 
helping many of them improve academic out-
comes.  Kids at the Deere’s are active participants 

in programs both at The Villages and in the community in-
cluding nature club, the coping with trauma group and the 
trauma adventure challenge pilot program (girls) and in the 
arts programs including the talent show, the photography 
program, the poetry group, and the art exhibit.  Some of the 
young people also attended programs provided by Leadership 
Topeka (job readiness) and the Jobs for Young Adults pro-
gram at the Topeka Youth Project (job seeking and re-
tention skills training) and a nutrition education pro-
gram provided by K-State Extension.  Youth at the 
Deere’s frequently volunteered with several projects at 
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) and with 
wrestling club and school team events.  Alexis serves as a vol-
unteer at Cappers, working with the youth there in pool ac-
tivities and especially in karaoke sessions.    Many of the 
youth, including Davis, Brad, Eloisa, and Jon, have held jobs 
in the community.   Brad, Martyi, Darious, Davis and the 
Deere’s son Gage are on Washburn Rural High School’s foot-
ball team.  Darious, Davis and Gage were in wrestling and 
Darious competed in track in the spring.  Both Gage and 

Davis were invited to national wrestling camps / competitions 
in Minnesota and North Dakota respectively.  Alicia, Alexis 
and Demetruis, participated in school choir.  Jonathan is on 
the tech crew for the drama productions at WRHS.  The 
Deere household went on vacation to Minnesota during July. 

Karl Menninger Cottage:  Ken and Kellie Davis and 
their boys went on vacation to St. Louis and also 
took a short trip to Worlds of Fun.  Ethan attended 
the Upward Bound program at Haskell during June.  

He also completed the Jobs for Young Adults program at the 
Topeka Youth Project.  Seth and K.C. participated in the Lead-
ership Topeka job readiness program in the spring.  During the 
summer Ethan and K.C. volunteered at the Capper Founda-
tion, assisting with the equestrian program as ‘horse walkers’ – 
walking alongside as children with disabilities from the Capper 
foundation rode the horses at the Topeka Round Up Club.  
Ethan said he really didn’t like being around the horses that 
much but liked to help out.   K.C. enjoyed all the summer ac-

Helen DeVitt Jones Cottage:  Kim and Vel Luarks and 
their boys are enthusiastic participants in the ‘Scary 
Prairie’ fundraiser at The Villages this fall 
(Although Vell isn’t planning to venture onto the 
prairie – he’s just not a nature lover!).  A couple of 

their young people have attained some important mile-
stones.  John received a car donated by former Villages resi-
dent Walt Pursell.  He is able to drive himself to classes at 
Kaw Area Tech where he is in the first group of students in 
the new commercial construction program.  Abel has been 
released from custody having completed all the conditions of 
his probation and is staying with the Luarks as a ‘guest’ while 
working and trying to get into the Coast Guard.  Matt is 
working at two different jobs.  James had the choice of mov-
ing to Wichita to an independent living program or remain-
ing with Kim and Vell.  He elected to stay, believing he can 
transition to adulthood with Kim and Vell’s help.   Willie is 
hoping to return to mom’s soon.  Davario and Mike are hav-
ing visits regularly with their siblings.  Mike is continuing 
with photography at The Villages where he is the youngest 
‘official photographer’.  Caleb attended his grandfather’s fu-
neral and is doing very well.  New in the home are Andrew 
and Joshua. 

tivities at The Villages and is participating in a work prep pro-
gram at WRHS this fall where he earns high school credit by 
working at Food 4 Less part of each school day.  He also is 
enjoying taking Tae Kwon Do classes at Master Overby’s.  
Seth is a creative visual artist, he even sold one of his art-
works, an abstract cut-out of a ping-pong player, at the 
Topeka Arts Council / Villages exhibit.  Seth also participated 
in the Theater Camp.  Between The Villages arts activities, 
Seth worked out in the summer conditioning program and 
currently is playing on the Washburn Rural football team.  
Kajun arrived during the summer and immediately began 
volunteering at the Stone Nature Center and participating in 
summer activities.  He is in 10th grade at WRHS.  Tyree en-
joyed The Villages Theater Camp and participated in the jun-
ior high summer football camp.  He plays drums in band class 
at WRMS.  Brandon is a senior this year.  He also participated 
in summer football conditioning and plays on the team.  
Justin is a Freshman at Washburn University.  During the 
summer he worked at two jobs: Kohl’s and Ruby Tuesdays. 

Pumpkin Sculpture Hand drumming aat the Talent Show 

Youth help prepare for the 
Scary Prairie Fundraiser  Building the Scary Prairie Alien Spaceship 



rive to conduct the twice weekly substance abuse treatment and after 
care groups.  At the same time in the Irwin’s home, Dr. Art McKenna 
will work with the kids in a weekly anger management group. Both 
come to the homes so that more youth can participate.   The commu-
nity professionals who work with Villages youth, including therapists, 
physicians, dentists and optometrists, do so in spite of low reimburse-
ment rates and often very slow payment.   

By 10:00 p.m. most of the kids (and several of the house parents) are 
already in bed.  Klint Deere, however, is still waiting up for Davis to re-
turn from his job at Panera.  Davis works the closing shift and many 
nights he walks the two miles home to save the cab fare.  Older youth 
are encouraged to get themselves to and from work as a way of practic-
ing a skill they will need when they don’t have The Villages’ ‘taxi service’ 
available.   Some of the kids get their driver’s licenses and buy a car be-
fore they leave.  Davis is not planning to get a car soon but he is work-
ing hard to save his money since he is going to North Dakota with the 
wrestling club which includes among it’s competitors several of the 
youth at the Deere’s.  He will go to a ‘camp’ in McPherson to practice 
with the rest of the Kansas team and then travel by chartered bus to 
North Dakota to compete in the ‘Nationals’.   

Employers, school personnel, service organizations, Churches, crime 
prevention groups and individuals all work tirelessly every single day to 
provide Villages kids and other at-risk youth with truly life altering ex-
periences.  All of the opportunities provided to Villages young people, 
despite their struggles and special needs, help support the primary heal-
ing relationship between youth and their house parents.  It truly takes 
more than The Villages to raise up a child to reach his/her full potential. 

It Takes More Than The Villages (cont.) 
music, read poetry and show off their art 

and photography at an art show at the 

Topeka Arts Council’s new home at S.W. 

Oakley and Huntoon this summer.  It 

was a wonderful experience.  I could 

sense some of the anger and fear in the 

youth by reading their poetry;  “I must 

run away to a place that will care for me 

and love me back and not destroy me 

and degrade me for what I have done in 

my dark past,” wrote Vermachi in “Run 

to the Light.” 

The youth of America, more than ever, 

need a stable home where they can learn 

to express themselves in ways that are 

healthy and productive.  They need a 

place where they can grow and mature 

and learn to be independent.  The Vil-

lages is that place. Thank you for your 

support.   

Michael Hooper, Villages Board President 

To Help: please respond to the appeal letter you will receive 

in the next two weeks or send your contribution to:  
The Villages    /    2219 SW 29th    /    Topeka, KS 66611. 
 

Include:   Name 
  Address 
  City, State, Zip 
 Email (for updates—never shared) 

Contribute to THE VILLAGES—support the lasting legacy of Dr. Karl Menninger 
The Villages is one of very few organizations in Kansas still working with the state’s most troubled youth in a family setting.  
The system as a whole is relying more and more on a see-saw between foster homes and ‘institutional’ care for the most trou-
bled and behaviorally disordered youth.   At The Villages, we believe it is short sighted to move kids back and forth between 
foster homes and institutions (some of the kids who have finally been able to stabilize at The Villages have had as many as 30 
previous placements).  Youth who never make connections and who just ‘move’ when their behavior deteriorates are not 
learning how to be accountable for their actions nor what commitment is all about.  The Villages remains committed to the 
modeling of appropriate ‘family’ relationships and the opportunities a family environment provides for youth to have more 
‘typical’ teenage experiences.  This work is NOT easier and it is definitely NOT cheaper.  If you think youth in custody should 
have the support and experiences of family style care, won’t you please help?  
 
Your support will allow youth to repair some of the wounds they have suffered as well as heal some of the hurt they may have 
caused others.  Your support is more vital than ever in helping them succeed. 

New Way (continued) 
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Donations received by The Villages 

through 11/9/2005—Thank You!! 
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House parents Chris and Dale Fowler took the long way around 
when they moved from their Topeka home of 17 years to the H. 
Roe Bartle Cottage in Lawrence.  A year ago last June they left the 
William Menninger Cottage to take over a group home in Fair-
banks, Alaska.  This July they returned to The Villages. 

During their ‘detour’ to Alaska they were house parents in a group 
home for 5 boys.  Many of their young people were from small 
villages including one from Barrow where the whole village takes 
off school to go whaling.  Although it was hard for the families of 
their boys to visit since the only way in and out of many of their 
home villages was by plane, the youth were not that different.   

While the work in Fairbanks was good, and days off were more 
regular since their relief staff were salaried, there was very little to 
do.  Even shopping was a “good road day” 6 hour trip to Anchor-
age!  In the winter when the temperature is below minus 20 ‘ice 
fog’ forms and at times you can’t see 3 car lengths ahead.  There is 

no autumn; one day there are leaves on the trees then, before Hal-
loween, there is a foot of snow on the ground that doesn’t melt 
until spring.  One neat activity in Fairbanks is the annual ice carving 
contest with sculptors from around the world. (see pictures below)  

Chris says she found getting used to the short winter days (daylight 
only between 10: and 3:30) and the cold weather harder than Dale, 
who enjoyed being able to go rock climbing in summer during 
daylight at 1:00 a.m.  Everyone at The Villages was happy to see the 
Fowlers return and Chris, especially, is happy to be back “close to 
friends and civilization”.   

According to Chris,  “The reason house parents stay as long as we 
do at The Villages and the reason The Villages is still here when 
others are not, is that we get the opportunity to make decisions 
about our own home.”   Also, “I know the money is important to 
Shaun (Villages business manager), but house parents don’t have to 
make decisions based on money, but on what is best for kids.” 

Chris and Dale Fowler—Topeka to Lawrence by way of Alaska 

Ken and Lilly Newman, also previous Villages 
house parents, have a moose that sleeps in 
the yard of their Fairbanks group home. 

Winter ice sculptures in Fairbanks. 
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